I

 — i o
4045463

o e
F T
pve v

L - ——— romtEaTy
ﬂkEn:zzzzjitﬁ:+-g::§§;;z3j¥y£AJ_uEZ?‘

Maj. Joba D. Servis UNCLASSIFIZD

I am a little puszled to understand why the Navy has not insisted on an
exporimental project to study this subject more carefully. The experimental
work done at Operation Orossroads indicates that the problem was not a serious
one. There remsined, however, s good desl of hysterical thinking, and restric-
tions were imposed which todsy certainly seem rather silly, particéularly so

as they did not sppear to conform with the observed facts. The regulations
covering this subject were revised in 1951, Actually these give ships' com-
manders considerable leeway of judgmsnt in giving operational slearance for
the ships. In the past the Navy representatives have seemed unwilling to
avall themselves of this flexibility.

March 6, 1953

Consideration of this problem leeds us to enother one which ia perhaps even
broader in scope. As you realige, et Operation Ivy some rather serious prob-
lems arose because the rac safe officers for the various Task Groups all
seemed to operate according to different philosophlies and different rules.
In contemplating the operation as a whole, these problems perheps do not
loom. very larpe, but I feel very strongly thet the situation should be ex-
pleined to CJTF-7, with a recommendetion for future sction. I feel strongly
that the Task Force Rad Sefe Officer, Lt. Col. House, should have far more
thsen an advisory position. I feel that he should have actuel muthority over
the rad safe officers for the various Task Groups or at least be prepared
to furnish recammendetions to CJTF~7 which shall subsequently be issued as
orders to the Taesk Groups and their red safe officers. A4s has been the case
in the past, you as Commasnder of TU=7 in TG 7.1 will be the one who will
furnish Lt, Col, House witk most of the informastion on which his recommen-
detions will be based,

The work of Lt, Col, House, as well es your own work, will be greatly sim-
plified if you ere provided with the necessary support in obtalining ss read
safe officers those men known to be qualified for their jobs. I also hops
thet more considerstion can be given to providing more adequate working ac-
commodations for the rad ssfe orgenization. In my opirion the accommodations
on the Rendove were fer from edequate, and Commander Msynard's working space
on the Estes certainly left a great deal to be desired.

I hope that you and Lt. Col House will continue to feel perfectly free to
request our assistance et any time. We do not pretend to kmow all the snswere,
but I do think that we have here in Los Adlamos s group of people who eombine
sxtensive experience in past tests with the most axpert knowledge in the
fields of health physics and radiologic safety. The latter is our full-time
Job, and we just bsppen to have done more in the fisld of test operations
then enyone else. We have no desire to insinuate ourselves into Task Foroe
affairs, but our responsibilities to Lsboratory personnel prevent us from
being completely disinterested. We have thoroughly enjoyed our sssoeiations
with Task Force personnel and only hope that we can continue in the same
8pirit of cooperation end friendship.
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